Application No.: 10/058,064 



Docket No.: 100725.00070 



REMARKS 

Claims 1-21 were pending in this application. By this Amendment, claims 2-8 
are amended and claim 1 is cancelled. Thus, upon entry of this Amendment, claims 2- 
21 will be pending. Support for the amendments can be found in the specification as 
originally filed. Specifically, the amendment to claim 2 reciting "a circumferential 
reinforced fiber sheet provided both on an outer surface layer and on an inner surface 
layer" is supported, for example, by Fig. 3a. The amendment to claim 2 reciting 
"wherein the circumferential reinforced fiber sheet prevents tensile strain from 
developing in the circumferential direction of the pipe" is supported by page 7, lines 1-2 
of the specification. No new matter is added. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. $112. first paragraph 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, first paragraph, for failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. Specifically, the Examiner alleges that 
the recitation of "single" is new matter. Applicants have amended the claims to obviate 
this rejection. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. §102(b)/S103(a) 

Claims 1, 3, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b)/§1 03(a) as being 
allegedly anticipated by, or obvious over, Yates et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,171,626, 
hereinafter "Yates"). Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 

Claim 1 is cancelled thereby rendering the rejection of claim 1 moot. Claims 3 
and 6 are amended to depend from claim 2. In view of the above amendments, 
applicants request withdrawal of the 35 U.S.C. §102(b)/§1 03(a) rejection of the claimed 
invention over Yates. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being obvious over 
Nakajima (U.S. Patent No. 6,409,606, hereinafter "Nakajima") in view of Yates. 
Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 
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Applicants submit that the Nakajima reference constitutes prior art only under 35 
U.S.C. §1 02(e). Nakajima is assigned to NTN Corporation and Mitsubishi Rayon Co. 
Ltd. (see the enclosed Patent Assignment record for Nakajima). The current application 
is assigned to NTN Corporation, Mitsubishi Rayon Co. Ltd., and Asahi Glass Matex Co. 
Ltd. (see the enclosed Patent Assignment record for the current application). 
Applicants have enclosed a copy of the Joint Research Agreement between the 
assignees of the current application. The term of the Joint Research Agreement is from 
December 1, 2000 to March 31, 2002 (see paragraph 17 on page 5 of the Joint 
Research Agreement). Applicants note that the earliest priority date of the current 
application is February 7, 2001. Accordingly, Nakajima should be disqualified as a 
reference under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(c) because (a) the claimed invention was made by or 
on behalf of parties to a joint research agreement that was in effect on or before the 
date the claimed invention was made, (b) the claimed invention was made as a result of 
activities undertaken within the scope of the joint research agreement, and (c) the 
application for patent for the claimed invention is amended herein to disclose the names 
of the parties to the joint research agreement. 

Therefore, applicants respectfully request removal of Nakajima as a reference in 
the rejection and reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of claims 2-21 under 
35 U.S.C. §103(a). 
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If for any reason the Examiner feels the application is not now in condition for 
allowance it is respectfully requested that he contact, by telephone, the undersigned 
attorney at the indicated telephone number to arrange for an interview to expedite the 
disposition of this case. 

In the event that any fees are due with respect to this paper, please charge Deposit 
Account No. 01-2300, referencing Atty. Docket No. 100725.00070. 



Customer No. 04372 

ARENT FOX LLP 

1050 Connecticut Ave. NW 

Washington, DC 20036 

Tel: (202)857-6000 

Fax: (202) 857-6395 

Email: DCIPDocket@arentfox.com 

GEO/TPJ/ars 



Respectfully submitted, 




Trupti P. Joshi 
Registration No.: L0574 
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